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Keleher: Los Paisanos

LOS PAISANOS
Saludo a Todos Los Paisanos:
Some time when you are in a browsing mood take a look at Pioneer
Western Empire Builders, by Frank M. King. The author is associate
editor of the Western Livestock Journal, and the book was privately
published by the Trail's End Publishing Company, Incorporated. It
is not the type of volume that one can sit do~ and read from cover to
cover, because the chapters are not arranged chronologically, but there
is a wealth of material in it concerning characters, places, and events
of the Old West. I was particularly interested ,in the chapters on "The
Arbuckle Ranch" and "The Correct Story and Trade Mark on Arbuckle"s Coffee." . This brand of coffee has assumed legendary proportions and today symbolizes a phase of pioneer life related not only to
cowboys and Indians, but to "rich man, poor man, beggarman, thief."
From the point of view of legend, everyone in Albuquerque drank
Arbuckle's coffee up to about the turn of the century, but from that
time on no housewife would be caught dead with a package of it on her
.shelves. The advertising approach to this particular beverage differed
-in 'kindbtit not in degree-from the modern method of hooking the
customer. 3'ou didn't have to be smart or to know all the answers in
those days .in order "to win a prize." All you had to do was to save
the coupon that came in each package, sign it,. and put it away in a safe
place. When nine hundred and ninety-nine thousand coupons were
accumulated, you sent them to the factory and back would come. the
diamond ring, or the lace doily, or "the doll with real hair." Along
with the coffee coupons, people also saved soap wrappers and followed
the same procedure in order to win a premium. The author of Western
Empire Builders gives this interesting close-up of the coupon era in
relation to Arbuckle's coffee:
280
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In a single year the premiUD?- department received more than one
hundred and eight million coupons ~ing for more than four million
premiums. These premiums included 818,929 handkerchiefs, 211,000 pairs of
lace curtains; 185,920 Torrey razprs besides finger rings, and other jewelry of
all descriptions. A heap of our readers are still wearing some of that jewelry,
and I have had letters from some old timers who'are still shaving with some
of the razors, a number of VihoI"ll got them over fifty years ago.
According to ,Carl Hertzog, pUblisher of that perfectly beautiful
book Twelve Tra.velers, only a few copies of the first edition are now
available. The original drawings by Tom Lea were bought by Mr. E. H. Will, president of the EI Paso Electric Company, and will be pre•
sented to the EI Paso Public Library. In September, Mr. Will. will
present to the EI Paso Schools 20,000 facsimile copies in a handsome
pamphlet one-fourth the size of the original edition. At the same time
a thirteen-week radio program will be presented (each of the characters
dramatized) ,!nd the original full-sized pages <?f the book will appear
in the EI Paso newspapers. ·
Latin Americans in Texas, written by Pauline R. Kibbe, has been
awarded the $1,000 Saturday Review of Literature Anisfield-Wolf prize
for the best non-fiction book of the year on race relations. We were
very much interested in the award because. the book was published by
the University of New Mexico Press as Studies Num.ber 3 in the ·InterAmerican Affairs Series. The announcement by the Press of their
forthcoming publications is interesting. Here is their list of scheduled
releases: Sun in Your Eyes, by Qwen Arnold; The Frieda Lawrence
Collection of D. H. Law!ence Manuscripts, by E. W. Tedlock; Arauco
Tamed, translated from Peruvian by P. T. Manchester and C. M. Lancaster; the re-issue of Sky Determines, by Dr. Ross Calvin; and a book
about early Albuqu~rque, by Erna Fergusson, as yet untitled. . . .

Hail Chant and Water Chant, recorded by Mary C. Wheelwright
with C01pmen~ry by Dr. Phyllis Ackerman, js now available at the
Museum of Navajo Ceremonial ~rt in Santa Fe. The book is, the
second volume in the Navajo Religion Series and is illustrated with
twenty-four sand paintings and ritual objects reproduced in serigraph
color plates by Louie Ewing. Miss Wheelwright dropped in for a visit
the other day and told us that eventually all the material collected in
the Museum of Navajo Ceremonial Art will be published, thereby
giving a comprehensive presentation of Navajo religion. She sugg~sted
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that interested students might enjoy The Winged Serpent, by Margot
Astrov. John Day Company published it.
If you are thinking about writing a book and haven't decided
whether to write one on the value of the caesura in blank verse, or white
elephants and how to get rid of them, I have a suggestion to make.
Why don't you Write a Western? According to the publishers, the
vogUe for writing Westerns may become a trend. At any rate, Simon
and Schuster have inaugurated a special division of publications called
Essandess Westerns. The following announcement by them may be
of interest to you if you can understand it: "We like to publish good
novels and see no reason why the classification 'Western' should any
longer keep a good novel from reaching the public that would enjoy it,
were they to read it." The New Mexico Book Store reports that popular
books recently published include The Big Sky, by A. B. Guthrie; Blood
Brother, by Elliott Arnold; and The Olivers, by Robert and Margaret
Bright. Taps Artists, by Mabel Dodge Lujan, is scheduled for fall publication by Duell, Sloan and Pearce. . .. Recent Albu<J..uerque guests
included Odell Shepard, Agnes Morley Cleaveland, and Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Brooks.•.. Dr. Howard Raper, author of Man Against Pain, returned recently from giving a lecture series in the South. While in
LQuisville, Kentucky, Dr. Raper heard the entire recording of his book,
soon to be released by the Institute for the Blind.
,
New Mexicans will always revere the memory of Willa Cather
from a personal perspective because of her beautiful and authentic
achievement in Death Comes for the Archbishop. The theory that
writers are most successful when writing about people and environments they know best, is certainly negated when co'nsidering this
book. Miss Cather spent less than a year in this, state gathering background material. Most of that time she lived in Santa Fe at the home
of Mary Austin. The two m~in sources used for the book were Soldiers
of the Cross: Notes on the Ecclesiastical History of New Mexico, Ari- .
zona and Colorado, by the Most Reverend J: B. Salpointe; and Life of
Bishop Mochebeuf, by the Revere~d W. J. Howlett. According to a
recent article by E. K. Brown in the Yale Review on Willa Cather, "she
was interested in writing a book on Archbishop Lamy for a long time,
but she shied away ,from it in the conviction that it was a subject for a
Catholic author." He further states that she had borne the memories
of this landscape in her mind for a long time.
In evaluating the work of Sara Orne Jewett (whom she admired
<
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intensely) Willa Cather stated: '''I like to think. with what pleasure,
with what a rich sense of discovery the young student of American
literature in far distant days to come will take up The Country ot the
Pointed Firs and say, 'A Masterpiece:" No mor~ significant tribute
can be paid to. Willa Cather than by applying those words to Death
Comes for the .Archbishop. We in New Mexico know that "in far
distant days to come" future generations will read the book with a ri~h
sense of discovery of their cultural heritage. We of. this generation
bequeath it to them· as part of their literary heritage. '
Hasta la pr6xima vez.
JULIA
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